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against one fourth their number of trained troops: but three or
four of them, in their own valleys and hills, would account for a
dozen Turkish soldiers. When they sit still they get nervous, and
anxious to return home. Feisal himself goes rather to pieces in
the same conditions. When, however, they have plenty to do,
and are riding about in small parties tapping the Turks here and
there, retiring always when the Turks advance, to appear in
another direction immediately after, then they are in their
element, and must cause the enemy not only anxiety, but be-
wilderment. The mule mounted infantry company is very
promising. They have got Mulud, an ex-cavalry officer, training
them, and already make a creditable appearance. The machine-
gun sections were disappointing. They say that the Egyptian
volunteers are improving these and the artillery details.
[39 lines on Camp life, here omitted\ are virtually reproduced in
'Seven Pillars of

FEISAL S   TABLE  TALK
Talking one day about the Yemen, as they call anything south
of Mecca and Jiddah, Feisal remarked on the great docility and
reasonableness of the Southern tribes, compared with the Harb,
Juheinah and Ateibah of the North. He said that no Arabs of his
acquaintance were so easily to hold and to rule. To imprison an
officer, his sheikh had only to knot a thin string about his neck
and state his sentence, and the man would henceforward follow
him about with protestations of innocence and appeals to be set
at liberty. Another good custom is that of naming boy or girl
children after a favoured guest. They then belong literally to
their name-father, who can dispose their actions as he pleases, to
the exclusion of parental authority; they even incur their part-
responsibility of the blood feuds of the name-parent. He was
down south between Taif and Birk and inland up to Ebhah for
months, and says that now whole tribes of boys are called Feisal,
and that, over them and indirectly over their fathers, he has wide
personal influence* Particularly he spent four months fortifying
Muhail for the Turks, and made great friends of Suleiman ibn
AH and his family. He says that, given ten days leave, he would